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India, in recent times, has been assiduously trying
to redefine its role in Asia as well as global political
system. There have been new (foreign) policy formulations
and recalibration of old policies in order to adjust
effectively to the ever-changing power relations, both at
the regional and global level, and also the emerging
world order. The shift in India’s approach is most
apparent in its stance towards the countries in the
‘extended neighbourhood’- in Southeast, Central and
West Asia and also Indo-Pacific region- as it strives hard
to reach out to these regions for achieving greater
economic and strategic leverage in Asia. There has been
great effort, of late, by the present government to revitalize
relations with those countries and regions which were
previously not part of India’s foreign policy priorities.
The pronouncements such as ‘Act East’, ‘Connect Central
Asia’, ‘Look West’ and ‘Project Mausam’ underline the
importance India attaches to building strong partnerships
with the countries in these regions. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, particularly, has taken keen interest to
intensify India’s engagement with the countries in India’s
extended neighbourhood which largely remained at the
margins of foreign policy agenda. The emerging patterns
of India’s external engagement strategy under Modi
government signify three broad goals – strengthening its
regional position in Asia and thereby counter the
hegemonic influence of China, playing a proactive role
in world affairs by becoming an part of the global political
and economic architecture and finally intensifying the
process of economic modernization in the country
through vital support from different countries. All these
three objectives are inter-connected and contribute to the
larger vision of India aspiring to achieve greater global
strategic influence. There is a realization that India can
never achieve high economic growth just by
concentrating on domestic reforms and initiatives. Modi
understands that for India to achieve its goals it has to
deepen its engagement with various countries- in
immediate and extended neighbourhood and all major
powers- seeking investment, technology and expertise.
Pursuing this agenda, Modi has visited more than twenty

five countries during first fifteen months of assuming
office, displaying a sense of urgency to reach out to
maximum countries within a short span of time.  The
subtle, yet significant, shift in India’s foreign policy
priorities can also be seen as a response to the dynamics
of changing power relation in Asia.

India’s ‘Look West’ Policy: The Push towards
Greater Engagement

In this context, the government’s recent efforts to
reorient ‘Look West’ policy and intensify engagement
with the Gulf region assume great significance.  The ‘Look
West’ policy surfaced during the first term of the UPA
government under Prime Minister Dr.Manmohan Singh
who for the first time underlined the importance of Middle
East region for India’s economic and security interests. It
was formally unveiled as a policy formulation during
Manmohan’s second term in 2005. Announcing this
policy, Dr. Singh declared:

The Gulf region, like South-East and South Asia,
is part of our natural economic hinterland. We must
pursue closer economic relations with all our neighbours
in our wider Asian neighbourhood. India has
successfully pursued a ‘Look East’ policy to come closer
to the countries of South-East Asia. We must come closer
to our western neighbours in the Gulf. (India, Prime
Minister’s Office,2005)

He authorised the Commerce and External Affairs
Ministries to begin negotiations with the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) to conclude a Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
and also approved negotiations with all individual
member countries of the GCC for a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) covering the
services and investment sectors. There have been high-
level state/official visits from some key regional countries
of West Asia over the last two years, including that of
President of Egypt (March 2013); Prime Ministers of Iraq
(August 2013) and Kuwait (November 2013); King of
Bahrain (February 2014), Crown Prince and Deputy Prime
Minister of Saudi Arabia (February 2014). Our External
Affairs Ministers have visited some key countries in the
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region, including Iraq, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
UAE, Bahrain, Morocco, Tunisia and Sudan. Foreign
Ministers of Oman, Bahrain, UAE and Egypt have visited
India (India, Ministry of External Affairs, 2015). However,
despite all these high- level visits and the policy
pronouncements and initiatives by the UPA government,
there were very few concrete achievements in terms of
trade transactions and security arrangements. In fact, Dr.
Singh barely visited Middle East during his decade long
term as the Prime Minister. Except three bilateral visits to
Saudi Arabia, Oman and Qatar, he went to Egypt and
Iran only to attend the Non-Aligned Summits (Mohan
2014). India chose to remain completely silent when West
Asia was going through tribulations. During the crises
in Syria, Libya and Iraq, India deliberately remained on
the sidelines and just emulated China and Russia instead
of taking an independent stand. On Syria, India’s stance
kept on vacillating between voting with the US and the
EU in the UN and opposing them when they insisted on
the removal of President Bashar al Assad (Siddiqui 2014).
There was no institutional arrangement, like ASEAN for
South East Asia, to facilitate India’s engagement with
the region. Domestic political compulsions and
ideological inhibitions also prevented any strong push
towards greater interactions and agreements with the
countries in Middle East (Mohan 2014).

Prime Minister Modi, realizing the importance
of having better relations with the Gulf region for India’s
economic and strategic interests, tried to provide a new
direction to the relations by reaching out to these
countries through bilateral visits and new policy
initiatives. This regular exchange of high-level visits has
further cemented our bilateral relationships. External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj visited Bahrain, Oman,
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in 2014 cementing
relations and creating ground for effective partnerships.
In the UAE, Swaraj sought to attract investment. In
Bahrain, she attended an Indian Diaspora engagement
meeting. In Oman, she lauded the country’s pluralism.
India also hosted Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al
Thani of Qatar, a major strategic player in the region,
which supplies 86 percent of India’s liquefied natural
gas. India and Qatar discussed infrastructure and defence
investment opportunities.  The meeting of India-Arab
Cooperation Forum was held in November 2014,
promoting existing Indo-Arab engagements and annual
ministerial exchanges. In cooperation with the League of
Arab States, New Delhi also hosted the fourth India-Arab
Partnership Conference as part of an effort to elevate

relations. The joint statement between the United Arab
Emirates and India issued during this visit not only
outlined the major shift in the Arab world’s view of India
but also reflected their eagerness to forge closer relations
with India. The statement was truly comprehensive and
wide-ranging that talked of historic ties of “commerce,
culture and kinship”, drawing attention to the unique
history of Arab interaction with Indian communities of
the west coast, from Gujarat to Kerala. It drew attention
to the vibrant business-to-business (B2B) and people-to-
people (P2P) relationships with the commitment of rapid
enhancement in investment by the UAE in India. Very
significantly, it made pointed reference to the growing
convergence of thinking on vital security issues,
especially cross-border terrorism.  The statement
declared:

A shared endeavour to address these challenges,
based on common ideals and convergent interests, is vital
for the future of the two countries and their region….
Proximity, history, cultural affinity, strong links between
people, natural synergies, shared aspirations and
common challenges create boundless potential for a
natural strategic partnership between India and UAE
(India, Ministry of External Affairs, 2015).

The joint statement, in a way, was a reiteration of
the reorientation of policy put forward by Modi
government towards the region by declaring friendship,
in unambiguous terms, with Israel, seeking better
relations with Iran and, at the same time, cementing a
thriving relationship with other important GCC states.

India is also keen to expand its maritime diplomacy
to West Asian region with greater presence in Indian
Ocean. The most significant dimension of India’s recent
diplomacy has been the outreach to Arab Gulf states,
where the Indian Navy has started the programme of
sustained capacity building and security collaborations.
Indian Naval ships – Trishul, Tabar, Deepak and Delhi
– had a month-long deployment in October 2015 to the
Arabian Gulf. They were engaged in coordinated drills
with host navies in Saudi Arab and Qatar.  Since 2008,
the Indian Navy has been partnering regional maritime
forces in anti-piracy duties, providing critical support
and training to Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) navies
(Singh 2015). Through defence cooperation
memorandums and joint committees on defence
cooperation, it has substantially enhanced its operational
synergy with Arab Gulf navies – many of them members
of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), an
initiative pioneered by the Indian Navy. The waterways
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of the Northern Indian Ocean are among the most
important in the world, facilitating the export of large
volumes of goods, oil and natural gas. India is a principal
beneficiary of the trade and energy flows through the
West Asian littorals. The sheer weight of market
interaction and commercial exchanges with the Arab Gulf
region amplifies its political significant, creating an
urgent need for a greater Indian naval presence in the
region (Singh 2015). Through its Arabian Gulf initiatives,
the Indian Navy has positioned itself as a reliable and
supportive partner, forged lasting relationships, and
helped shape the Indian Ocean’s strategic environment.
More importantly, the Indian Navy has successfully
created a durable template of maritime relations in the
Western Indian Ocean. Its reassuring presence has
validated India’s capacity to protect Indian and regional
interests, and provided evidence of a productive and
dynamic maritime vision. In many ways, “India’s “Look-
West” maritime diplomacy has been critical in
rebalancing the Indian Ocean’s emerging strategic
narrative from “political dichotomy” to “cooperative
partnership” (Singh 2015).
West Asia: The Region of New Opportunities

The political, economic, cultural and strategic
importance of the West Asian region for India cannot be
overemphasized. India has high stakes and interests in
the Gulf region. While geographically the Gulf is India’s
extended neighborhood and the only link with the
Central Asia, historically they share deep cultural and
civilisation links dating back to ancient, pre-Islamic days
when the Britain controlled the Gulf littoral tightly
because of its overwhelming strategic importance for the
defence of India, its most precious colony. The region is
home to more than 7 million Indians, who contribute
around US$ 40 billion in remittances annually. India’s
economic and commercial engagement with the region
is around US$ 186 billion per annum (2013-14), making
it the largest trading regional block. The UAE is one of
the top trading partners of India with a total trade of $
43.5 billion, ahead of China and the US. Saudi Arabia is
India's fourth largest trade partner and Iran stands ninth.
Nearly seven million Indian expatriates live and work in
these countries and are the largest source of inward
remittances to the tune of $30 billion per year. The region
is critical for India’s energy security as it accounts for
more than 60 per cent of its oil and gas requirement. The
Maghreb region is a major source of phosphatic and other
fertilizers, vital for India’s food security. The sizable
Sovereign Wealth Funds of Gulf countries can offer

significant platform for operations of Indian companies,
particularly in infrastructure, important for the socio-
economic development and ‘Make in India’ initiative.
There is an increased air connectivity and tourism
prospects between the two sides (e.g. 700 flights a week
between India and UAE). India has also been
participating in important UN Peace Keeping Missions
in the region especially in Lebanon, Syria and South
Sudan (India, Ministry of External Affairs, 2015).

Energy Security: Moving Beyond Buyer-Seller
Relationship

Energy security is the most important component
of India’s agenda for rapid economic modernization.
India’s oil demand is expected to grow by over five per
cent annually from 2.4 million barrels a day (mbd) in
2003 to 6 mbd in 2025 as it aspires to achieve annual
growth rate of around 8-9% by next decade. Reports
suggest that oil import dependence could go up to
between 90-93 percent of oil demand in 2031-32 from the
current level. With India’s domestic oil production
increasing very marginally, the cost of its import of oil
and products is rapidly mounting, reaching over $140
billion with imports from GCC countries alone touching
over $10 billion. India’s domestic demand for oil, which
was 3.58 mbd in 2012, has been growing exponentially
year-on-year (Dadwal 2014). The increasing shortfall
between domestic demand and domestic production is
being met largely from imports from West Asia, which
account for two-thirds of India’s oil trade. West Asia
remains the main source of India’s imports. Countries
like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Iran, Qatar and Iraq meet
India’s major oil and gas needs. In recent years, the
Persian Gulf region alone has accounted for more than
60 per cent of India’s total hydrocarbon imports. India’s
bilateral ties with most of the countries along the Persian
Gulf, such as Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Yemen,
have been dominated by energy imports (Roy 2014). And
this dependence on West Asia for its energy is likely to
continue in coming years.

It is apparent that any disruption of oil supplies
or increase in oil prices due to uncertain situation in the
Gulf region will adversely affect Indian economy both in
the short and long term. As the West Asian countries
fulfill more than half of India’s total energy requirements,
the economic imperative of enhancing the level of
relations with these countries cannot be ignored by any
government. India is currently the fourth largest energy
consuming country in the world and it may go up to
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third position in next couple of decades. India’s annual
GDP growth at the rate of eight per cent would require further
industrial growth which would demand more energy supply
for the country. As India is moving rapidly on the path of
economic transformation, it is keen to build up ‘strategic energy
partnership’ with the region to secure long term energy supply
for the country. However, of late, there is a realization on the
part of India that to sustain its economic relations with West
Asian countries, it needs to come out of the strict confines of
buyer-seller relationship and expand its interactions to a
broad level “based on cross-investments and joint ventures
in each other’s economies and across sectors, including
energy, industry, infrastructure and services for mutual
benefit (Dadwal 2014).”

Trade and Economic Cooperation: Towards
Greater Integration

India looks towards the Gulf region as one of the
most important and attractive regions in extended
neighbourhood in terms of its huge economic potential.
It has emerged as the most vital foreign exchange earning
zone from the viewpoint of growing trade, workers’
remittances, and investment opportunities and tourism.
India’s commercial transactions have been consistently
increasing especially with countries like the UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Iran(Roy 2014) . India had signed a
Framework Agreement on Economic Cooperation with
GCC in 2004.   The Framework Agreement had
underlined the need for extending and liberalizing the
trade relations and also for initiating discussions on the
feasibility of a Free Trade Agreement between them.
Accordingly, negotiations commenced with GCC. Two
rounds of negotiations have been held so far in 2006 and
2008.  Third round has not taken place as GCC has
deferred its negotiations with all countries and economic
groups and is currently reviewing its negotiations with
all countries and economic groups. Efforts are being made
at various bilateral/multilateral forums for early
resumption of the negotiations (India, Ministry of
Commerce, 2015). The Gulf countries are also very keen
to invest in India in a big way as they look at it as a
rapidly progressing economy which holds the potential
to compete with other major economies like the US and
China. India has been trying to attract big investment
from Gulf countries in various sectors such as
infrastructure development, science and technology,
information technology, biotechnology, healthcare,
higher education etc. In recent years, India has used its
proximity to the Gulf and West Asia to build a high level
of two-way exchanges in trade, investments, and

financial and information technology services (Pant
2015). The Gulf countries have realised that their
hydrocarbon resources need stable markets, and this has
boosted India-GCC inward investment and resource-
based projects, both in situ and in India. Syria, Jordan,
Morocco and others have followed in the steps of the
Gulf countries (Abhyankar and Pourzand 2013). On the
other hand, India has taken several steps for protecting
the interests of expatriates working in the Gulf region
which include working closely with the local authorities
and employers, putting in place requisite institutional
bilateral mechanisms, community outreach, initiation of
Indian Community Welfare Funds and rendering regular
consular assistance. India has entered into bilateral
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with all the major
destination countries to enlist the commitment of the host
governments to ensure better protection and welfare of
Indian emigrants. There are MoUs with UAE, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar and Bahrain. An agreement on labour
cooperation for domestic workers recruitment was signed
with Saudi Arabia in January 2014.

During Prime Minister Modi’s recent visit to the
UAE, the two sides agreed to increase the bilateral trade
by 60 per cent over the next five years and also to
encourage the investment institutions of the UAE to raise
their investments in India, including through the
establishment of UAE-India Infrastructure Investment
Fund, with the aim of reaching a target of $75 billion. The
two sides agreed to work for early establishment of the
planned India-UAE Joint Fund for investments in the
infrastructure sector in India, the statement said. The two
sides signed four MoUs - on cooperation in the areas of
higher education and scientific research; tourism, in the
field of specifications and measures, cooperation in
telecom and between the Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Federation of UAE Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and inaugurated India-UAE
Joint Business Council. The UAE expressed its
willingness to invest in programmes like Make in India,
Digital India and Smart Cities. The Modi government is
intensely pursuing to have similar agreements with other
GCC countries.

Strengthening Strategic Ties: Response to
Emerging World Order

The turmoil and turbulence in West Asia in the
wake of ‘Arab Spring’ have led to realignment of power
relations; old powers retreating and new powers entering
as active players. On the whole, ‘Arab Spring’ has brought
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the regional fault lines to the fore, heightened regional
rivalries with competing ideologies and distorted the
regional balance of power and thus has seriously affected
stability in the region. The surge of Islamic State (IS),
gaining control over large parts of territory in Iraq and
Syria, is threatening to jolt the geo-political paradigm,
not only in the region, but in the world in general. The
recent terrorist strikes in Paris reflect the kind of danger
the organization and its ideology pose for world peace
and stability. It is spreading its wings very fast reaching
out to the young Muslims across the world through social
media and other propaganda mechanisms ( Saikal 2014).
That is why the number of foreign terrorists fighting in
Syria and Iraq is increasing every day with people from
around 83 countries having joined the movement; some
Indian youth, planning to join the movement, have
recently been detained by the authorities.   The problems
in Yemen and on-going civil war in Syria and Libya only
highlights the complexity and severity of the crisis. Militia
infighting in Libya has seen Islamists pitted against tribal
and pro-democracy rebel groups, thus threatening wider
regional stability. The easy mobility of extremists and
rising number of foreign jihadis in the region has
increased fears of the possibility of the spread of
radicalism in the home countries of foreign fighters  (India,
Ministry of External Affairs, 2015).

The Gulf region is heavily dependent on the
United States for peace and security. The US has security
agreements with all the GCC states and with their consent
it has troops and a huge naval fleet in a string of air and
naval bases in all the GCC States/ region. With the US
making a strategic retreat from the region, it wants India
to play a proactive role and counter the growing influence
of China in the region. It has led to growing strategic
convergence between India and the United States; both
of them being keen to ensure peace and stability in the
region for safeguarding their respective interests. India
believes that the US, despite the gradual decline in its
interest and influence in the region and its ‘Pivot to Asia
Pacific’ shift, remains an important player for regional
stability (i.e. fight against IS, security of Israel, Iran
nuclear issue). However, India stays away from
interfering, in any way, in the internal affairs of Gulf
countries or building any regional alliances, lest it be
considered as sectarian or partisan. While India remains
fully prepared for any fundamental/sectarian backlash
that may emanate in the region, it has managed to protect
its core interests without getting involved in the regional
politics/rivalries played out by major powers through

alliances and counter-alliances.
India, one of the biggest victims of terrorism, seeks

cooperation with the West Asian countries to combat the
menace of extremism and ensure peace and stability
around the region. India realizes that intensive
cooperation with the Arab states could help it weaken
Pakistan’s global influence, undermining the Pakistani
claim for control of Kashmir. The GCC has already shifted
away from Pakistani claims of its own relevance in the
perpetual standoff against Iran for Middle Eastern
hegemony, opening the doors for potentially stronger ties
with India. The Gulf countries are not inclined to whip
the Kashmir issue mainly due to two factors : one, the
regular and sustained dialogue between India and the
Arab League has helped to clear the air on misconceptions
and misperceptions of India’s social, internal and foreign
policy relations with Israel and related issues; two, the
move by some OIC countries to take a more positive view
of India and its secular political system led Saudi Arabia’s
King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz to formally propose in
2006 ‘observer status’ for India in the OIC, ruffling the
placid waters of an organisation which has primarily
moved to Saudi signals. This was helped by the OIC’s
efforts to make itself more relevant against the western
onslaught after repeated Al-Qaeda terror attacks,
prompting it to curb its Pakistan-inspired India baiting
actions (Abhyankar and Pourzand 2013).  In fact, India
has been able to outline a strong foundation for its
relationship collectively with the Arab League, through
the signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation and an
Executive Programme in December 2013, covering the
fields of political consultations, trade and investments,
media and culture. There was also a realisation in the
region that regimes that promote greater prosperity and
participatory governance are to be partnered rather than
clinging on to political creed and religious dogma (Alfaraj
2014).

 In the last decade, India has taken several bilateral
initiatives in the region for enhancing energy security
and the security of its borders. It has been trying to
develop a framework for security cooperation with the
GCC countries which were not very successful due to the
Pakistan factor – the lens through which these countries
viewed India. But 9/11 completely changed these
circumstances, enabling Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaties to be put in place for criminal and civil matters,
and extradition and understanding on deportation of
wanted criminals and terrorists to India. The success of
these initiatives was demonstrated by the deportation
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from the UAE in 2002 of Aftab Ansari, an accused in the
attack on the American Centre in Kolkata in January
2001, and the extradition by Saudi Arabia in 2012 of Abu
Jundal of the Lashkar-e-Toiba, implicated in the Mumbai
terror attack of 26 November 2008. The close contact
between Indian security and intelligence agencies and
their counterparts in the Gulf to combat groups involved
in terror, arms smuggling, money laundering and drugs
has been largely successful (Abhyankar and Pourzand
2013).

While engaging with the Arab world, India has
also substantially improved its relations with Israel.
India’s interaction with Israel has moved multi fold both
in quantitative and qualitative terms. Israel is the second
largest supplier of defense arsenal to India and the latter
is the largest customer for Israel. Their engagement on
the high end of value chain and research and
development in fields like agriculture, water
management, energy and intelligence sharing clearly
demonstrates that on many accounts India-Israel
relations have acquired strategic connotation. India’s
Home Minister Rajnath Singh visited Israel in November
2014 and Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon came to
India in February 2015. Also, India was one of five
countries that abstained,  during voting  on U.N. Human
Rights Council resolution condemning Israel's assault
on Gaza last year, with only the U.S. voting against, in
June 2015 (Parthasarathy 2015) . During the conflict, the
Indian government had rejected an opposition resolution
in Parliament condemning Israel’s use of force in Gaza
Strip. Thus, India is better poised than ever to reinvigorate
ties with Middle Eastern countries. This way, India’s fight
against its own jihadists would benefit tactically and its
image would get a boost.

India’s Engagement with West Asia: The China
Factor

The urgency with which India is pursuing its
relations with the West Asian countries can be
accounted, to a large extent, to the rapidly growing
influence and presence of China in the region. As India
has been rather lax in engaging, both economically and
politically, with Pakistan and the Gulf countries, China
has moved quite swiftly to intensify its engagement in
the region outsmarting India. China’s trade and
economic ties with West Asian countries have been
increasing quite steadily and with announcements of
projects like ‘Maritime Silk Route’ and ‘One Belt, One
Road’, China has clearly put itself in driver’s seat in the

region. On the other hand, Gulf investment in China have
also increased and have entered into many non-
petroleum sectors, including finance, hospitality, textiles,
agriculture, logistics and aviation (Zhang 2014).  Also,
many Gulf countries see China as the only alternative,
capable of challenging the US hegemony in the region.
India’s concerns are not only economic in nature but
include strategic factors also. Perhaps the more
determinative factor is the preservation of India’s
strategic stakes in the Indian Ocean. “With China
continuing to make military inroads, the past few years
have witnessed a shrinking of Indian geopolitical
influence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Reports of a
new Chinese naval base in Djibouti, growing submarine
visits, and a spurt in Beijing’s maritime military activities
in the Western Indian Ocean have created concern among
India’s security establishment. The nature of the recent
submarine forays by the People’s Liberation Army Navy
suggests an aspiration for a standing security presence
in the IOR.  For the Indian Navy, therefore, interaction
with Gulf navies is a strategic measure aimed at retaining
Indian influence in the IOR” (Singh 2015).  Thus, India
has to contend with an ‘assertive’ China which has
invested heavily in the region and is way ahead in terms
of its influence and strategic leverage. While India has
been rather slow in taking initiatives, both economic and
political, China has built strong bilateral and multilateral
relations with West Asian countries creating a sense of
‘dependency’ among some of them. As India makes
greater forays in West Asia’s energy sector, there is an
increased likelihood of Beijing and New Delhi finding
themselves in strategic competition with each other for
similar energy resources. It would be a tough balancing
act for India to sustain its engagements in West Asia and
at the same time not antagonize China.

As India ‘Looks West’, the West ‘Looks East’: A
New Phase of Mutual Engagement

It is significant to note that it is not only India
that is pushing for better relations with West Asia through
its ‘Look West’ policy for energy and financial needs, the
Gulf States are equally keen for greater engagement with
Asian powers, especially India and China, devising ‘Look
East’ policy. It was an attempt on their part to diversify
relations while maintaining ties with the US and Europe.
The shift was also driven by the fact that there was
growing perception about the negative impact of the US
policies towards the West Asian region. It is believed
that the US has failed in keeping the Gulf stable and
secure in return for oil. In this context, the Gulf countries
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look towards India as a responsible and trusted partner.
The mutual eagerness on the part of both the sides for
enhancing the level of engagement was reflected in the
new strategic partnership outlined by the UAE and India
during Prime Minister Modi’s visit. There are several
factors that have contributed to the fundamental shift in
West Asian strategic thinking towards India. Noted
commentator Sanjay Baru has outlined some of these
factors:

o First, the structural change in the global energy
market with West Asian oil and gas increasingly heading
to South and East Asian markets rather than to the Trans-
Atlantic markets.

o Second, partly as a consequence of this change
in flows and partly owing to the fiscal stress faced by the
trans-Atlantic economies, West Asia is looking to India
and other Asian powers to step in and offer security
guarantees to the region. Many GCC states have welcomed
defence cooperation agreements with India.

o Third, in the wake of the Arab Spring and the
mess in Egypt and Iraq, the Gulf States find India and
China to be more reliable interlocutors than many western
states.

o Fourth, under pressure from radical and
extremist political forces within West Asia, most states
in the region have come to value the Indian principle of
seeking and securing regional stability as an over-riding
principle of regional security (Baru 2015).

In recent times, in the wake of changing world
order and power realignments in Asia, India’s efforts to
revitalize relations with West Asia have been fully
reciprocated by the Gulf countries who realise India’s
potential as an emerging political and economic power
in Asia and the world. With both the sides willing and
eager, a new phase of intensive engagement and
partnership is bound to emerge sooner than later.
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