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ABSTRACT

Terrorism is one of the important buzzword of the modern century. Beyond
obvious connection with the national security, terrorism has now become a multifaceted
one with its far reaching implications in various sectors of life. It can be defined as the
employment of violence and other coercive methods on a government to accept specific
demands. Regardless of the definition, the central mechanism in all terrorism is the fear
it evokes in a target population.

Though terrorism is an age old phenomenon, it has acquired new dimensions in
view of technological advancement and societal changes. The nature, targets and rhetoric of
international terrorism have changed dramatically since the end of the cold war and the
emergence of globalisation. Terrorism is no longer a domestic phenomenon but global in
scope and reach. The harm caused by international terrorist movement has been described
as 'transnational harm' that poses a serious challenge to national and international security.
No state in this world is immune to the threat of terrorism. This beleaguered character of
nation states undergirds the fact that terrorism cannot be countered by a single nation. A
multilateral strategy has be devised out to check this threat.

In this context, this paper intends to analyse the characteristic features and definition
of terrorism. It also explains the causes and consequences of terrorism. It pinpoint some
of the types of terrorism existing in the contemporary era. This paper finally makes an
attempt to answer the question on how the problem of terrorism can be addressed by
adopting preventive and empowering measures at multi-lateral level.
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The unlawful use of violence or threat of force
being motivated by political, religious or other ideological
beliefs to instil fear and force state or societies for the
accomplishment of any specified goals is Terrorism. There
are various faces of terrorism. The causes and
consequences of terrorism differ in character according
to the socio-economic-political and cultural caricature
of the place of its origin.

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, had
ignited the spark in many social scientist and
academicians to explore the horizons of terrorism in a
systematic and widespread manner, which was earlier
exclusively studied by the national security related
agencies. Prior to this, not much scholarly attention was
given this hatred device. Now it has become the buzzword
in the statutes of every nation states without exception. It
is impossible for a country to stay immune to the causes
and consequences of terrorism. This undergirds the
transformation of terrorism as a global phenomenon.
The global character of terrorism also underpins the
weakness of unilateral strategy and importance of
multilateral strategy to counter it.

An effective counterterrorism policy cannot be
designed and devised out in walled rooms of a single
country. A selfless engagement of all nation state is
quintessential for thwarting those who seek to harm the
citizens and the states. All countries must work shoulder-
to-shoulder for ensuring that new terrorists do no come
to take the place of those are defeated earlier.

In this context, this paper intends to analyse the
characteristic features and definition of terrorism. It also
explains the causes and consequences of terrorism. It
pinpoints some of the types of terrorism existing in the
contemporary era. This paper finally makes an attempt
to answer the question on how the problem of terrorism
can be addressed by adopting preventive and
empowering measures at multi-lateral level in global
context of geo politics.
Defining Terrorism

It will be apt firstto understand the word meaningof
the term terrorism. The word terror lies within terrorism.
The root word terror comes from Latin origin terrere,
which means tremble or frighten. When it is coupled with
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the French suffix isme, which means to practice, it
becomes akin to practicing the trembling.

The term terrorism was coined for the first time
during the French Revolution’s Reign of Terror (1793–
1794).During the Reign of terror, the Jacobins, a group of
rebels, used this term when they were portraying their
own actions in justification for the French Revolution.
Sir Edmund Burke studied about the French Revolution
and wrote that “thousands of those hell-hounds called
terrorists.”

Throughout the years, various scholars have made
their efforts to give a definition for terrorism. But there is
no consensus among scholars for having a universally
accepted definition of terrorism. According toJeffrey
“states that there are atleast 212 different definitions exist
across the world.”

 Walter Laqueur says “Terrorism is the use or the
threat of the use of violence, a method of combat, or a
strategy to achieve certain targets… It aims to induce a
state of fear in the victim that is ruthless and does not
conform to humanitarian rules… Publicity is an essential
factor in the terrorist strategy”

According to League of Nations Convention
Definition of Terrorism, terrorist acts are “all criminal
acts directed against a State and intended or calculated
to create a state of terror in the minds of particular persons
or a group of persons or the general public”

For Yonah Alexander, terrorism is “the use of
violence against random civilian targets in order to
intimidate or to create generalized pervasive fear for the
purpose of achieving political goals”

David Rapoport opines terrorism is “the use of
violence to provoke consciousness, to evoke certain
feelings of sympathy and revulsion”

All the aforesaid pinpoint towards a common
genre of terrorism, that is, use of violence to create) for
political, religious, or ideo¬logical reasons. Terrorism is
different from murder, assault, arson, demolition of
property, or the threat of the same for the fact that the
impact of terrorist violence reaches more than the
immediate target victims (e.g., government or military).

TERRORISM IN WORLD HISTORY
The history of terrorism dates back to the BC period

of history. We can trace the instances of terrorist activities
even before the term was coined for the first time. The
specific artifacts located fifty miles south of Mosul in Iraq
confirm this statement. Assurnasirpal, the conqueror and

king of Assyria (884–860 BCE), enforced his rule on
conquered territories by erecting stone monuments. He
wrote as following:

“I built a pillar over against his city gate and I
flayed all the chiefs who had revolted, and I covered the
pillar with their skin. Some I walled up within the pillar,
some I impaled upon the pillar on stakes… Many captives
from among them I burned with fire, and many I took as
living captives. From some I cut off their noses, their ears
and their fingers, of many I put out the eyes. I made one
pillar of the living and another of heads. ”Assurnasirpal’s
exercise of terror is particularly obvious”.

According to the writings of Chaliand and Blin
“during the middle Ages, in 11th century Persia, the
assassinswere a religious sect striking terror against the
empire of Saladin and resisted the armies of the Ottoman
Empire.”

The more natural and original version of terrorism
occurred during the French Revolution in the 1790s which
have already been mentioned earlier.

By 1934, terrorism emerged out to be a centre of
attraction in the cobweb of international relations.
“Terrorism acquired an internationalimportance in 1934,
when the League of Nations tookinitiatives to make
terrorist activities as illegal and punishable. In doing so,
it drafted a convention for the prevention and punishment
of terrorist acts.”

When years went on, terrorism seriously became a
headache for the security and safety of the nation states.
“Since 1970, terrorism began to make the visible
appearance in the security connotations of several
nations. From 1975 to 1984, the average number of
reported terrorist attacks increased from ten per week to
nearly ten every day.”  In 1985, Jenkins observed that
“10% of the world’s countries accounted for 60% of the
world’s terrorist attacks.”

With the onset of 21st century, terrorist activities
witnessed a tremendous growth throughout the length
and breadth of global sates. “On 9/11, America
experienced the worst terrorist attack on its soil,
committed by Al Qaeda.Since then, the number of terrorist
attacks worldwide has increased significantly. As a case
in point, from 2001 to 2005 alone, they rose from 1,732 to
4,995. A year later, they rose to 6,659.”

TYPES OF TERRORISM
If we go by the theory and practice of terrorism,

one thing is undeniably clear. That is, eventhough
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terrorism continues to be a game of bomb and gun, it has
nevertheless transformed into multifarious types and
forms depending upon its origin, motto, modus operandi,
organisational structure, funding,affiliations, ideologies
and end results. Some of them are as follows:

Nationalist Terrorism
The main aim of the nationalist terrorist is to create

a separate state exclusively for their own national group,
most often by drawing attention to a fight for national
liberation. Though their actions are frightening and
causing death, they insist that they are not terrorist but
freedom fighters.LTTE in Sri Lanka is an example in this
category.

Religious Terrorism
In this case, the terrorists seek to use coercive

methods for what they see as divinely commanded
purposes. They often target broad categories of foes for
sweeping results. They come from both major faiths and
small cults. Religious terrorists can launch irrational
violence against anyone who is not a member of their
religion or terrorist groups. Boko Horom groups belong
to this category.

State-Sponsored Terrorism
This category of terrorism belongs to the radical

states which deliberately use it as foreign policy tools.
This practice is a cost-effective way of waging war covertly
through terrorists. Since they have the indirect support
of the state for finance and resource, state sponsored
terrorist have the potentiality of carrying out more deadly
attacks than other terrorists.

Left-Wing Terrorism
The main target of the left wing terrorist is to uproot

capitalism and replace it with communist or socialist
regime. They find the exploitation of capitalism as the
root cause of the sufferings of civilians. Inorder to avoid
hurting the victims that they want to save, they use limited
violence. Instead, they go for kidnapping tycoons or
symbolically bombing or destroying capitalist products.

Right-Wing Terrorism
They are the least organised category of terrorist.

They are often associated with neo-Nazi Street rioting in
Europe, especially in the early period of the 1980s.Their
motto is to establish a fascist state in the place of liberal
democratic governments. They are both racist and anti-
Semitic who frequently attack immigrants and refugees
from the developing world.

Anarchist Terrorism
Anarchist terrorism was a global phenomenon in

the later periods of the 19th century and early periods of
the 20th century. They launched a wave of bombing and
assassinated a series of heads of state inorder to overthrow
established governments. President William Mackinley
was one such victim who was killed by a young
Hungarian in 1901.

Domestic Terrorism
Those individuals and groups who are based and

operate entirely within the mother country and whose
acts are directed at elements of government or population
belong to the domestic terrorist category. They may have
the characters of left-wing, right-wing, religious or
nationalist terrorists.

Sectarian Terrorism
This types of terrorist force the minority sect to

accept the majoritarian interpretations of the religious
teaching and practices. Earlier it was confined to
Christianity (Catholics Vs Protestants) in Northern
Ireland. But now Islam too has come into its armpit with
the sectarian divide between Sunnis and Shias.

Cyber Terrorism
In this type, the terrorist makes use of the

phenomenal growth in the information and computer
technology as modus operandi for their operation. They
penetrate into the cyber network of the nation state by
hacking and can make state dumb, deaf and blind. They
manipulate or destroy top secrets of the nation by illegally
getting access to the cyber network of the nation.

CAUSES OF TERRORISM
Terrorism is not a phenomena that came into

existence from nowhere. Terrorism is the result of
multiple factors. It is a complex and tedious task to put
forward a single cause for terrorism. Some of the
prominent causes of terrorism are enlisted below:

Religion
Religious fanaticism has the potentiality and

power to ignite the instances of terrorism. It emerges out
of extreme consciousness of religious faith supplemented
by dedicated and well-focused set of practices that
unveils the hard-core dedication of people to their own
religious teachings and beliefs.

Oppression
The portrayal of government and related agencies

as oppressive, results in terrorism. Taking provocation
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from this antagonistic attitude, terrorist activities are
launched to reduce the power of the state
machineries.This kind of terrorism is prevalent in
authoritarian societies, military-ruled areas and countries
where freedom of speech and expression is minimum.
“This can be underpinned by the case of nationalist-
separatist movements (e.g., ETA, Hamas), terrorists often
invoke the unfairness of their treatment by governments
that deprive them of identity, dignity, security, and
freedom as the main reason for joining terrorist groups.”

Historical Grievances
Grievances that are long dated have phenomenal

role in sowing the seeds of terrorism.“At times terrorist
view state government as responsible for the historical
injustices that the citizens faced. Chechen terrorists have
defended their terrorist attacks by alluding to Russia’s
long-lasting rejections of Chechen desire for
independence, and the old and cruel history of the
Russian invasion of Chechnya dating back to the 17th
century.”  “The Basque separatist movement ETA, Sikh
extremists (in India), the IRA, the ANC (in South Africa),
and pro-Palestinian terrorist groups have all looked for
vengeance for historical grievances.”

Violations of international law
The terrorists get easily provoked when some basic

rights, which have been preserved by them are violated.
All the nation states are obliged to be in adherence with
international rule of law. When this adherence is broken,
the minds of the terrorist are provoked. For instance,
“Palestinians demanded but were not granted justice
through the U.N. and other legal chan¬nels”

Economic inequality
The economic strains and monetary setbacks do

play significant role in igniting the spark of
terrorism.“Multiple scholars have found a strong link
between poverty and terrorism.” “In view of the 70% adult
unemployment rate in Gaza, the GDP of less than $1,000
throughout the Palestinian Territories, the very limited
economic opportunities due to the unsettled Israeli–
Palestinian conflict, and the cultural prominence of the
male wage-earner role, it is easy to allude to the possibility
that relative deprivation has helped trigger Palestinian
terrorism.”  “Another historical case of relative
deprivation can be seen in Peru, when the popularity of
the Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso) in the 1960s, where
government economic restructurings initially gave hope
but then failed.”

Animosity towards the economic hegemons
Hatred towards the uncontrolled and unjustified

growth of economic hegemons can also create the
breeding ground for terrorism. “The background that gave
birth to Al Qaeda, namely Afghanistan and Pakistan,
symbolizes this notion” .According to the Bureau of
Economic Analysis, “the September 11, 2001 attacks
shattered $16 billion of private and government property,
including structures, computer equipment, and software.
The loss is of the same degree as that caused by Hurricane
Andrew in 1992 and the California earthquake of 1994.”

Monetary gains
Terrorism can be used as the modus operandi for

monetary gains. “In 1987, the Iran-Contra scandal
concluded with an arms-for-hostage deal, even when the
Reagan administration initially refused to negotiate with
terrorists.” “After Palestinian bombers commit suicide,
their families earn subsequent social status and are
usually secured a financial reward.”

Racism
Racism can be a powerfull bomb to blast the

terrorist feelings of an individual. It can be used as a tool
for dehumanizing adversaries and fulfilling moral
disengagement. According to Gottschalk and
Gottschalk,“both Palestinian and Israeli terrorists draw
on stereotypes and racism to dehumanize the other
group.”

Mortality Salience
Anxiety over one’s own death refers to mortality

salience. A team by Tom Pyszczynski and his colleagues
“examined the effect of mortality salience on Iranian and
U.S. students and their respective espousal of martyrdom
(terrorism) or extreme military intervention
(counterterrorism).The US students advocated for extreme
military interventions by U.S. forces. However, when
Iranian students answered ques¬tions about their own
demise, they rated the student who advocated martyrdom
as higher than the student who opposed it.”

Narcissism
Narcissism can also be factor behind the origin of

terrorism. “People with certain narcissistic dispositions
are more prone to commit¬ting terrorist act.”  .Crenshaw
observed various self-satisfying or self-aggrandizing
motives for resorting to terrorist behavior and an increase
in personal status for terrorists whose actions are praised
by their communi¬ties, or at least by their fellow group
members.” By analysing the social back¬grounds of forty
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neo-Nazi males, together with two case studies, Hamm
concluded that “his subjects aspired to fame within their
subculture and that “this insa¬tiable need to be famous
was, in fact, so strong that it outweighed every other
motiva¬tional factor”

Lack of Democracy
Democracy is the form of government where

everyone is counted in the decision making process
directly or indirectly. As former President of US, Abraham
Lincoln said, democracy is of the people, by the people
and for the people. Both in the academic lexicon and
practical experiment of political science, democracy is
the widely accepted system of governance. It is based on
the parameters of liberty, equality, fraternity and justice.
When democracy is absent moral, social and political
values face setback and will be replaced by social
injustice, economic inequality, political oppression and
cultural suppression. This situation will
bemuddiedbythe lack of governance and rule of law. This
consequently makes compromises in the peaceful life of
common man and create fertile land for blossoming
terrorist activities.

ANSWERING THE CHALLENGE
The contemporary world is witnessing the

increasing number of instances of terrorism. This calls
for tailoring strategies to address this challenge. Since it
is a global issue, no country can take up the issue alone.
A combined multilateral effort at the international level
is the need of the hour to check this humanitarian issue.
The measures which are going to be discussed in this
paper is not the ultimate one but they do have the
potentiality for resolving and addressing violent conflict.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES
• An international summit has to be conducted

which is exclusively dedicated for handling the terrorist
issue. This will give a platform to formulate policies and
strategies to check terrorism by taking input from all the
participant countries. Its provisions have to be made
rationally binding on all signatories because if one violates,
others too follow their path. If the provisions are not made
mandatory, the signatories will not be serious enough and
the purpose of the summit itself will get defeated.

• Every nation should develop a mechanism in
their administrative system to have fair procedures in
dealing with counter terrorism.

•  Global Counter Terrorism Fund has to be
established under United Nations supervision. This fund

can provide meaningful support to the victim countries,
to bring back the socio-economic and political system to
the normal track after terrorist attacks.

• All the nation states should take necessary steps
to promote inclusive culture by which the cake of
development is shared among the citizens. It is when the
citizens do not get adequate share in the cake of
development, violent clashes and terrorist activities get
accelerated.

• Prevalence of religious tolerance is
quintessential for stopping the instances of terrorism.
When the religious views and practices of minority
community is suppressed by the majority, people from
former find it difficult to live peacefully and are forced to
take cohesive methods to safeguard their religious feelings
and beliefs. If religious tolerance prevails in full extend,
then instances of terrorism will come down.

• Global initiative has to be taken to create
atmosphere for democratic culture. Global nations should
stand together with selfless attitude, whenever instances
of authoritarian regimes come up.Eventhough
democracy has loopholes, it is the only practical form
where every citizen can have a share in the multifaceted
activities of state. Youths of the world nations should be
given knowledge and training to develop strong
enthusiasm for democracy.

• Regional instruments has to be established that
can act as a counter terrorist machinery by making joint
military practices and keen vigilance at the borders.

• International conflict resolution mechanism has
to be set up. This includes bodies to plan, execute, monitor
and adjudicate grievance related to counter terrorism
measures. Preservation of human rights has to be
considered as of supreme importance when it comes to
external and internal sovereignty.

• A conducive living atmosphere based on liberty,
equality, fraternity and justice has to be created to avert
violence and subsequently terrorism.

• Instances of refugee crisis have to be prevented
as the refugees are the victim of social disaster and will
be misused by the ethnic group, ideological leaders and
become the breeding ground for terrorist. Refugee camps
would change into terrorist camps.

EMPOWERING MEASURES
• Western developed countries should create good

living conditions and adequate food, training, job
opportunities for the refugees. Otherwise they will be the
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victim of social disaster, misused by the ethnic group,
ideological leaders and become the breeding ground for
terrorist. Refugee camps would change into terrorist
camps. For example, when Afghan refugee camps were
not provided with adequate support, it turned into
breeding ground for terrorist activities.

• Global community should take firm steps to
investigate and prosecute terrorist gangs who exploits
the religious feelings and economic conditions of the poor
civilians. Security of the civilians should be prioritised
as first above anything else.

• Refugees are vulnerable to human rights
violations. Developed countries, with monetary and
infrastructural support, must extend generous help to
the refugees so that they will not get trapped in human

rights violations. If the refugees are not saved from human
rights violations, they will turn into criminals in future
out of distress and rivalry.

CONCLUSION
Terrorism is one of the greatest threat that is being

faced by the humanity. It is a breeding ground for all sort
violence and problems, if not averted systematically. It is
not just the responsibility of few nations to burden the
challenge, rather a global oriented one where every county
in the society of state has to have stake of contribution in
facilitating preventive and empowering measures. Only
by broad and visionary approaches, this crisis can be
averted. Then only we can look forward for the solution,
optimistically.


